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ACTIONS from WSI Academic Advisory Board | 2 February 2021 

Participants: Les Carr (Chair), Susan Davies, Thomas Gernon, Vadim Grinevich, Tom Irvine, Pauline Leonard, Anneke Lucassen, Sunil Manghan,  
Will McNeill, Ajit Nayak, David Rew, Matthew Ryan, Joanna Sofaer, Mark Weal, David Martin, Ben Waterson, Sam Collins (Board support) 
 

Apologies:  George Attard, James Batchelor, Christian Bokhove, Wendy Hall, Will Jennings, Tiejun Ma, Ben MacArthur, Tim Norman,  
Sophie Stalla-Bourdillon 

 
NOTES: 
• WSI Distinguished Lectures/Meet the Author sessions: Please send any suggestions for speakers to Sam Collins (S.A.Collins@soton.ac.uk). 
• WSI Newsletter: Please send any success stories, reflections of the past year to Sam Collins (S.A.Collins@soton.ac.uk). 
• ACM WebSci’21 (21-25 June): WSI will be running this event online.  There will be more international involvement with other hosts. 
 

Action Person(s) 
Responsible 

Deadline Notes Status 

Centre for Democratic 
Futures 
 

MR / PL  To discuss collaborating in relation to Women’s Day – Monday 8th March 
2021 

OPEN 
 

ALL 
 

 If you think there is something that you are doing related to Democracy, 
Governance, Inclusion, Democratic Futures, Mis-information etc., please 
get in touch with Matt Ryan to discuss what could be done to promote 
these topics to industry and the wider University. 

OPEN 
 

MW and MR  Discuss arranging a talk for the Web Science CDT Students. OPEN 
ESRC IAA Funding calls 
Presentation by Leigh 
Purdie (RIS) 
Next calls are June and 
October 2021. 
 

ALL  Looking for academic community to suggest any events, training that may 
be useful and help promote calls to staff and PhD students.  Email Leigh 
Purdie at L.Purdie@soton.ac.uk  

OPEN 

PL / LAC  Look at past recipients of Stimulus funding to see where they are with 
their research and see if they could increase their impact through IAA 
funding.  Also look at a joined up approach for the Stimulus and IAA 
funding. 

OPEN 
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Action Person(s) 
Responsible 

Deadline Notes Status 

Advert for Calls 
Tom Irvine to speak with 
George Attard and find 
out the current state 
with regards to the 
statement made at the 
last meeting. 
 
TI to prepare a general 
advert to recruit people 
into UoS, to include the 
commitment stated 
above. 
 
Les Carr to ask for 
clarification from 
Mylene Ployaert about 
current position. 

TI / GA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LAC 
 

 UoS has agreed that people recruited to prestige fellowships will be given 
an undertaken of transitioning to a permanent position subject to fulfilling 
UoS progression requirements. 
 
GA to ask Mylene to share document confirming the above agreement 
with TI. 
 
Current status - Still waiting for agreements from ALL faculties to give 
support for the permanent positions. No advert has been produced due 
to the lack of progress. 

ONGOING 
 

WSI Impact on UG’s 
“down to” Part 1 
 

DR  Nothing had progressed with this, possibly due to reluctance to move 
forward due to COVID.  

ON HOLD 

Online course 
development – Set up 
sub group to identify 
parts of the curriculum 
that are already been 
delivered online 

LAC  Waiting for deputy vice-chancellor to take up their role, as they are taking 
responsibility for online courses.  

ON HOLD 

Next Board meeting SC ASAP Doodle poll will be sent for May dates. 
 

OPEN 
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